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Wow how time flies! It seems like just yesterday we
all convened in Las Cruces, NM for the 2015 JAM. | will always
remember the 2015 JAM because it was where | was handed
the AZ/NM AFS gavel from my dear friend aodrrent
President, Bill Stewart. | would like to applaud Bill for his term
as AZ/NM AFS President. Bill brought energy and a-yedti
vision for our chapter that | plan to follow and expand. |
consider it an honor to hold the title of Arizona/New Mexi
Chapter of American Fisheries Society President and | hope
when my term expires that | too have moved the chapter
forward.

I would also like to acknowledge the rest of the AZ/NM
AFS EXCOM. Jessica Gwinn, Sharon Lashway, Amberle Jones,
Lisa Winters and Sally Petre all put a significant amount of
time into AZ/NM AFS and their ability to brainstorm and bring
projects to life is
extraordinary.  Just
to name a few,
EXCOM has been
devdoping a Small
Grants Program,
commenting on Environmental Affairs, exploring ideas for a
fall Continuing Education Course, participating in 2016 JAM
planning meetings and participating in Western Division
EXCOM meetings. Have you checked out the weletiedy?
What about our Facebook page? Both are continuously being
updated and there several tabs on the website that can
benefit you as a memberolunteer database and forum
section. Take the time and check it out. Regarding the small
grants program agh fall continuing education course, AZ/NM
AFS is able to create these opportunities for our members
because of monies earned when AZ/NM AFS last hosted JAM.
hdzNJ OKF LJGSNJ Ad FTAYIFIYOALIffte aialc
also be financially successful s@ can continue to expand
opportunities for you.

Have you checked out the w
lately? What about our Facgbook
page?
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As you read this, several AZ/INM AFS Members will be attending the AFS Annual Meeting in
Portland, OR. | am proud to say that AZ/NM AFS will have a strong showing at this meeting. For those
attending, enjoyand bring back as much information as you can in order to share amongst your peers. If
you are not able to attend the Portland meeting, start planning for the 2016 Kansas City meeting.

Each of the activities | have mentioned is not going unnoticedtrent Western Division President,

Hilda Sexauer attend the Las Cruces JAM and was thoroughly impressed. She participated in the Piscicide
Applicator CE course and was excited to see how we are sharing knowledge amongst each other. | have
also heard fronother Western Division EXCOM members that AZ/NM AFS is active and doing great things.
At the Las Cruces JAM, AZ/NM AFS sponsored a Resume/Interview workshop for students. What a success!
Over 40 students were able to get firsthand knowledge on howlitout state and federal applications and

also work through mock interviews. Our hope is that these students will be ready to shine the next time
one of you is hiring.

Finally, just like the six months that followed the Las Cruces JAM, the nexbisiks leading up to
the 2016 JAM in Flagstaff, AZ will also fly by. Start summarizing your work and submit an abstract. | would
love to approach the JAM host and ask for additional presentation slots. Also think about becoming more
involved with AZ/NM RS. There are so many opportunities to participd®/ planning, committee chairs,
EXCOM, etc. If something you are interested in is already filled, ask to assist. | am pretty sure none of the
leads will turn down help.

| hope each and every one of yauhaving a wonderful summer, both professionally and personally.
Enjoy the last few weeks of summer and stay safe.

-James Domingue20152016 AZ/NM AFS President

Poster Session at 2015 JAM

AZ -NM CHAPTER, AMERICAN FISHERIES SOCIETY 2



OFFICERS

President:

James Dominguez

NM Dept. Game &Fish

1 Wildlife Way

P.O. Box 25112

Santa Fe, NM87507

Office: 505476-8163
James.Dominguez@state.nm.us

President Elect:

Jess Gwinn ~ 3
USFWS Arizona Ecological Services Office FEa
2321 West Royal Palm Rd, Suite 103 /
Phoenix, AZ 85021
602242-0210 ex.249
jessica_gwinn@fws.gov

Past President:

Bill Stewart
AZ Game and Fish Departmeg:
5000 W. Carefree Highway :
Phoenix, AZ 85086

623-236-7368 Office
BStewart@azgfd.gov

Secretarylreasurer:

Sharon Lashway

AZ Game and Fish Department
7200 E. University Dr

Mesa, AZ 85207

480-324-3541 Office
slashway@azgfd.gov

AZ -NM CHAPTER, AMERICAN FISHERIES SOCIETY 3


mailto:jessica_gwinn@fws.gov
mailto:BStewart@azgfd.gov
mailto:slashway@azgfd.gov

CHAPTER NEWS (&)

2015 Joint AnnuaMeeting Arizona/New Mexico

Chapter of the American Fisheries Society

February 57, 2015
Las Cruces, New Mexico

We had a great representation of fisheries professionals at JAM this year with a total of 26
presentations, 8 of which were student presentatsorand 5 posters all of which were student
posters.

Awards
We hadthe opportunity to honor our peers and those outside our profession for their

outstanding veork related to fisheries andquatic resources through awards given at
the Friday night banquet during the JAM.

Best Student Paper Award

The 205 Best Student Paper Awardias presentedo Elizabeth L. Roeslex graduate student aTexas
Tech UniversitfF 2 NJ G KS LI Askedily Kapitatdsa pases @nd survey methodologies of the
endangered snaiRPecosassimineaat Bitter Lake National Wildlife Refu&he paper was coauthored by
Timothy B. Grabowski and David Rogowski.

Best Student Poster Award

The 2015 Best Student Poster Awaravas presented taVieredith Campbella student at New Mexico
State Universityf 2 NJ G KS LJ2 BaieBtiNd of AGiark tapevidin utilizing a ndethal molecular
screening toob dhe paper was coauthored Byeresa D. Lewis, ai@blleen A. Caldwell.

Chapter President James Dominguez presetis Best Student Paper Award télizaleth Roesler (Left).
Chapter President James Dominguez presents the Best Student Poster Award to Meredith Campbell
(Right).
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Miles Mclnnis MemorialStudent Award
Thetwo recipients of the 2013iles Mclnnis Memorial StudenfAward are Hunter Falcoand Hannah™—
Moore.

Hunter Falcograduate from the Department of Fish, Wlife and Conservation Ecology at New Mexico

State University (NMSU) in December 2015. Hunter served as the NMS&iudent SubJnit President

for two years. As president her goal was to make the-sib more activem the community and raise
awareness & 2dzi bS¢é aSEAO2Q& TAaKSE dunit estdbhsBedzd WorkifgS NI S 7
relationship with New Mexico Department of Game and Fish DSI) and a local fly fishing club, Mesa

Valley Fly Fishers Association, (MVFF). Through these relationsidlesits participatedn kids fishing

clinics, hostedfly-fishing and fiytrying clinicsfor students and the community, and various projects
through NMGF including Walleye surveys in New Mexico.

Hannah Mooregraduated from the University of Arizona (UA) with a majorNiatural Resources

Fisheries Conservation and Managemeriannah served as the Vice President of the UA AFS Student
SubUnit and TheWildlife Society. As Vice President Hannah raised awaseoiefsheries science and the
American Fisheries Societynong students and the community, a challenging task since she was one of
TS FAAKSNASAE YI22NER Ay (KS Of dzo o {KS ¢l a |faz
she is very proud of Hannah has many awards for the research she has conducted as an undergraduate
AyOf dzRAY3a . Said {GdzRSy( t 2 thdiEsddgyayd@olutiohatyBibldgyRoster K2 A O
session and the Carl L. Hubbs Award for best student pdpbe @esertFishes Council Annual meeting in

2014. Hannah plans to acquire a PhD and continue to study the diverse native desert fishes in the United
States.

) v, & z s
Chapter President James DomingudZast President Bill Stewart, Secretary/Treasurer Sharon Lashway,
and President Elect Jess Gwir{h to R)present the Mile Mclnnis Memorial Student Awardo Hannah

Moore and Hunter Falco (L to)R

Professional of the Year Award
Scott Rogersvas selected for Professional of the Year because of his outstanding contribatithre t
Virgin River rotenone treatment and for his continuing Lees Ferry Management Planning efforts. The

I ————.
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Virgin River rotenone treatment was no small feat. In fact it was the largest rotenone treatme¥
Arizona history. It consisted of over 17 miles hafbitat, and its dynamic sandy substrate made the
treatment extremely difficult to apply rotenone. Having to deal with constant changing flows and river
dynamics was difficult at times. As the Operations Chief, Scott had to coordinate over 100 people. He
showed great poise and leadership throughout the entire treatment. It was due to these qualities he
possesses that together with the Incident Command Team, the Department was able to successfully and
safely complete this project. The Virgin River rotentneatment is a true career accomplishment and
O2dz Ry Qi KI @S 0SSy O2YLX SGSR ¢AlGK2dzl {0200 FyR |
treatment will help ensure sustainable water resources to cities of St. George, UT, Beaver Dam, AZ, and
Mesqute NV.

Also in 2014, Scott began working with anglers and partners to plan management approaches for a World
Class Fishery, Lees Ferry. The Lees Ferry fishery is one of the most economic drivers to an economically
depressed region of Arizona and UtahecBnt studies indicate the value of this fishery creates an
economic impact to Arizona of close to $17 million and creates more than 200 jobs. The loss of this world
class fishery, even for a short period, would be an unacceptable impact to a valuedcesAarsuch,

Scott began working with our constituency and partners in the development of a fisHersesl
management plan for the Lees Ferry and Marble Canyon sections of the Colorado River. This effort will
ensure preservation of the Blue Ribbon troighery in the Lees Ferry and work toward providing a
compass for developing recommendations for this important fishery.

Past President Bill Stewart, Scott Rogers Professional of the YPaesident James Domingugz
Secretary/Treasurer Sharon Lashwand President Elect Jess Gwifinto R)

AZ -NM CHAPTER, AMERICAN FISHERIES SOCIETY 6



Conservationist of the Year Award \
The Conservationist of the Year Award goes to an individual or group not employed in the fIS rles or
aquatic resources profession who have played a significant role in Eshawvnservation. The 2015
Conservationist of th&ear islohn Jordan

Over the last decade, John has been volunteering his time with the Northern Arizona Flycasters, Arizona
Flycasters, Trout Unlimited, Federation of Fly Fishers, and the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management
Work Group advocating for native and wild trout cengtion projects in Arizona. John was a consistent
member of the planning group that included the Arizona Game and Fish Department, US Forest Service,
US Bureau of Reclamation, US Fish and Wildlife Service, and Northern Arizona Flycasters throughout the
project development phase of the West Fork Oak Creek Gila Trout Restoration project, a project which
extended for over 10 years.

Over the past four years, John has also represented angling interest groups as part of the Glen Canyon
Adaptive Management Pgryam which is a federal advisory committee that makes recommendations on
Glen Canyon Dam operations. As a member of the technical working group, John served as the
Chairperson from 2012014, working extensively with the angling community at Lees Feitog) groups,

and state, federal, and negovernmental organizations in an effort to preserve and improve the tailwater
fishery at Lees Ferry through dam operations. John has gone above and beyond with his role as a
representative of fly fisherman. He haslunteered countless hours in meetings, webinars, and
conference calls all in the name of the Lees Ferry fishery.

CAdINIKSNXY2NBX AY HAanTI W2KYy | LILNRFOKSR (GKS ! NAT 2y
with a desire and potential opportunityo create a Gila trout population in the upper Haigler Creek
watershed, which included a portion of his property. His interest in developing this project was to
AdzZLILR2 NI Yyl GAGS GNRdzi O2yaSNBI GA2Y STT2Nasibeeny R
involved in this project closely throughout the process, including attending and answering questions at
public meetings, working with biologists to develop project implementation plans, and work towards
ensuring that this potential population of I&iTrout will be protected in the future. John has been a great

guy to work with; he is dedicated and above all is passionate about native and wild trout conservation.

Meﬂ

i |l o \“
s bl A
2 g ‘P

Past President Bill Stewart John Jordan Conservatlonlst of the YerasidentJames Dominguez
Secretary/Treasurer Sharon Lashway, and President Elect Jess GwinrR).
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Business Meeting Agenda

4:30Februarys, 2015
Soledad Room Hotel Encanto Las Cruces, NM

Welcome/Call to orderBill Stewart
Determination of quorumBill Stewart
a. 25 voting membership
Introduction- Bill Stewart
Approval of 2015 agend®ill Stewart
Approval of 2014 minutesBill Stewart
a. Amberle makes a motion to approve
b. Doug seconds
c. Minutes approved
t NB&aA RSy {iBlStewaR RNS & a

a. EXCOM has monthly phone calls and wants to

thank all during the year
b. Sally sent out 2 news letters
i. Fall
ii. Spring
c. We have a new website
i. Parent sooffered free service through
word press

ii. Old website is running as we have paid

but will be discontinued

d. FB photo contest

i. Dave Weedman winner

i. alGd hQbSAf
e. New welcoming committee established to

help inform new hires about the Chapter
f. First annual EXQ@M retreat at Sipe Wildlife

area

i. Helps drive the goals and direction for the

Chapter to move in

ii. Wanted to get back to the basics on how

to communicate and give back to the
members
g. 2 CE courses at 2015 JAM
i. Resume Building
ii. Piscicide

7. Western Division Updatdilda Sexauer

a. First Chapter meeting and attended Piscicide

training with positive feedback
b. Changesin WD

i. Doug Austin is the new Director of AFS
1. He wants to be involved and wants

the members to be involved

2. Would love to hear your thoughts and

Chapteraupdates about AFS

3. Chapter, President, and Conference

CAUSE

a. Open to any officers and wants to

hear about Chapters

aS02yR

ii. Donna
1. Working on communication and
strategic plan
2. Ways to improve communication
3. Implementation of strategic plan will
happen
iii. AFS/WD AFS aféirs switch roles at
Annual meeting in Aug
Hilda SexauePresident
Cleve StewardVice President
Jim BowkerPresidentElect
Travis NeeblingSecretaryTreasurer
Pam Sponholtammediate Past
President
6. Jane SullivarStudent Representative

arodE

c. Hilda wants tdocus on remitment and if

communication betweerthapters and WD is
occurring
i. Wants to know what we want from AFS
and WD
ii. Wants to talk with Prédentsanddevelop
living document of whagach Chapter
want from AFS
1. Allincoming officers can work off of
doaument
Mid-Yeameeting
i. Budget was approved
ii. $$ for travel grants to Portland
iii. Small grant $10,000 to pre$sionabnd
student
iv. Small travel grant for travel
1. Helps pay for reigtrationand a little
more
2. Undergrad can apply
v. Undergrads are encouraged to apfidy
small grants but currently only available
for Grad
1. Discussion to change by laws will
occur
vi. Grants can only go to AFS members
New Members for Parent can get 50%
discount
Advocacy notes
i. Alaska Dam
ii. KSM mineg;Alaska and Canada
1. AFS WD was approached te b
involved but before they can, they
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have to make sure the Chapter is ii. Resume/Interview clas8ill Stewart and(3

behind WD as an advocate Shelly Shepherd
2. WD discusses whether they have 1. Mainly geared towards students to go
impact over application forms from various
3. Looks at geographic boundaries and agencies
the related issues 2. Beef up resumes
ii. If we have environmental issues in our 3. Mock interviews and a general
bk ba / KI LJi SNJolgsf R R2y Qi ¢ lugdérstanding of how hiring panels
involved due to agency issues, send it to are formed
WD to represent the Chapter ii. Part of our excess funds survey ranked CE
g. Portland MeetingJoint WD/AnnuatAugust classes really high and we would like to
i. 110 symposia currently proposed 2015 add additional courses in both states
ii. 47 concurrent sessions outside of the JAM
iii. Going to be a very large meeting iv. We need a new CE Chair
iv. Symposia should be available on WD d. Membership Sharon Lashway
website ly the end of the month i. 82 paying chapter members for AZ/INM
8. Committee Reports ii. Alaska and CO/Wivave the set up where
a. Welcoming CommitteeSally Petre if you pay AFS national dues, you
i. Recruit new members automatically become a Chapter member
1. Students 1. 5AalR@IyGF3aS gl a A4 R
2. New employees membersto join Parent but there are
3. TU a lot of advantages
ii. Information about what AZ/NM AFS and 2. Could add information about
AFS in general is all about membership into the Newsletter
ii. . N2POKdzNBE Ay Of dzZRSa ¢ S0 a ki.i \Whed ChapeeKnmberS pay, we get the
I NBEX 6KI G !lagafabld, and NI & 2 dzWHiats and there have been talks to
how to become a member increase the price
iv. We need a volunteer from NM to help e. Environmental Affairsless Gwinn
distribute and spread the word i. If there are enviromental issues going on
b. Newsletter Sally Petre in the community, let Jess know
i. Format has changed ii. Wants chapter members to look at the
ii. Most members have seen the newsletter open comment period and make sure
1. Wants to know what the there is adequate time to respond
biologists/universities are doing iii. Consider who the comments should come
ii. Ask for pctures with a description of the from per the project proposals
activity shown iv. Alaska Dam
iv. Winners of the FB contest went into the v. Southern FallOR to decommission dams
newsletter vi. Copper Land exchange in Superior AZ to
V. Meeting updates drill down 7,000ft and connected to
vi. Calendar watersheds
vii. We need more feedback and involvement vii. Doug suggested posting on FB
in the newsletter viii. Can comment on EAs, copper mining in
c. Continuing Educatiocrdames Dominguez general
i. Piscicide short course f. Student AffairsAmberle Jones
1. Last 56 years at JAM i. Student Spammer
2. Needed to be more applicable to our 1. Grant opportunities, valnteer
use opportunities, scholarshipgtc.
3. 39 registrants ii. Students have responded really well this
4. Webinar seemed to work year
5. Informal workshop where presenter iii. Students always voice the desire to
and audience can participate participate in field work

iv. Volunteer database on the website

I ————.
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v. Techniques Class

1. 12 students have signed up with

b. ASU Brett Montgomery

name, contact info, interests, grad i. Clubis both TWS and AFS

date, region of interest ii. Attended the JAM and trying to AGFD
2. Database is searchable based on with clinics or EXPO

provided criteria 1. Guests speakers from AGFD to club
3. Professionals and students need to meetings

take advantage of it iii. EXCOM retreat participation and came
back with good ideas

1. FishID iv. Canyon Creek Fish Hatchery tour
2. Electrofishing v. Really excited about the nevolunteer
3. We need help the professionals database
9. Student Chapter Updates c. UofA Hannah Moore
a. NMSU Hunter Falco i. Joint TWS/AFS chapter

i. 24 paid members ii. T-shirt/calendar/sticker sales

ii. Helped NMGFD with walleye surveys on iii. Some students have had inteships with
reservoirs AGFD

iii. Community science night for Elementary iv. Aravaipasurvey trips

schools and do fish imprints

1. 15 members attended this fall

iv. Work with local flyfishing group and go 2. Some students want to convert to
on a trip fisheries!
v. Trying to work with USFWS and want v. Sent one student to DFC
students to have volunteer work vi. One member hired by AGFD
10. Secretary/Treasurer RepetBharon Lashway
20142015 AZ/NM Chapter Annual Budget
Category and Description Proposed Actual Income & Expenses as of
Budget 12/31/2014

INCOME
2014 JAMeetindincludes all dues) $0.00

Registration $38,385.20

Dues Collected (AFS & TWS) $585.00

Raffle $2,160.00

Logo Merchandise Income $580.00
Dues from Parent (2013) $840.00
Chapter Rebate (2013) $160.00
Membership Dues
TOTAL INCOME $42,710.20
EXPENSES
2014 JAMeeting Pinetop, AZ
Meeting Room Reservation at Hon Dah $200.00
Best Student Poster $50.00 $50.00
Best Student Paper $50.00 $50.00
Plaque for Conservationist of the Year $45.00 $0.00
Plaque forProfessional of the Year $45.00 $25.00
Plaque for Fishhead Award $45.00 $25.00
Past Past Past President Award $32.00
Past President Award $50.00 $50.00
Past President Plaque $25.00 $0.00
Student Workers $800.00 $780.00
Photo Contest $200.00 $200.00
Plenary Travel Expenses $344.00
Programs Printing $0.00 $0.00
Raffle Prizes $121.04
Conference Fees to Hdah $19,555.24

AZ -NM CHAPTER, AMERICAN FISHERIES SOCIETY
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AZ TWS Dues Refund $185.00
NM TWS Dues Refund $120.00
SW TWS Dues Refund $40.00
Firearms Course Refund $1,120.00
Venomous Reptile Course Refund $570.00
Refunds & Reimbursements
Tribal Member Registration Costs (x10) $1,300.00
Total 2014 JAM expenses $24,767.28
Mid -Term ExCom Meeting and Cont. Ed (2014)
Retreat Travel $400.00 $0.00
Retreat Lodging $300.00 $0.00
Retreat Reimbursed Meals $100.00 $0.00
Total Retreat Expenses $800.00 $0.00
Excom/Student/ Committee Retreat
Food $78.00
Travel Reimbursement for NM $50.00
Other Excom Travel Expenses: $128.00
Student Colloquium Travel Award $0.00
Parent Society Meeting 2014 (Quebec) $1,000.00 $1,000.00
WDAFS Meeting 2014Nlazatlar) $1,000.00 $1,000.00
Total Excom Travel Expenses $2,000.00 $2,128.00
Environmental Activities
Arizona Activity $0.00 $0.00
New Mexico Activity $0.00 $0.00
Total Environmental Expenses $0.00 $0.00
Newsletter Expenses:
Publication/Mailing $0.00 $0.00
Total Newsletter Expenses $0.00
Awards:
Miles Mclnnis Student Scholarships (Mazatlan Travel 2014) $2,000.00 $2,000.00
Total Awards $2,000.00
Miscellaneous Expenses:
Web Site Domain $200.00 $131.88
Web Site Hosting plan $400.00 $16.99
Donation to AZGFD Partnering for Wildlife $0.00 $0.00
Donation to WDAFS for 2015 Annual M{#@ortland) $750.00 $500.00
logo merchandise/letterhead $0.00 $0.00
Bill Gift Card $20.00
Total Miscellaneous $668.87
Investments
Endowment contribution 2014 $500.00 $500.00
Total Investment Contribution $500.00 $500.00
TOTAL EXPENSES $5,296.87
NET BALANCE $30,722.12
Endowment Balance $8,887.62 (12/31/14)
11. Old Business i. At Sipe, AZ

a. Awards Bill Stewart
i. Fishead
ii. Conservationist
iii. Professional
iv. Miles McGinnis Scholarship
v. Please submit nominations
b. Retreat Bill Stewart

ii. EXCOM, student presidents, committee

chairs

iii. Focused on how to get more people

involved

iv. Focused on excess funds
v. Focused on communication

I ————.
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vi. Membershiphow to make it a benefit for iii. Training was number one

members 1. We need to narrow down the option
vii. How to continue to stay involved in Parent 2. Find location and a time
and WD 3. Potential site could be silver city and
viii. Really helps the ineoing president form could be in spring and fall
an agenda iv. Small Grants
c. Recognition of Pad®resident Bill Stewart 1. Will require a committee
12. New Business 2. Hilda can provide guidelines for small
a. Installation of new officersBill Stewart grants
i. Presidentlames Dominguez 3. Desert Fish Counsel and Desert
ii. Secretary/TreasureiSharon Lashway Tortoise havesmall grant programs
iii. Past PresidentBill Stewart v. Student small grants
b. Voting of PresiderElect James Dminguez d. Member benefits website, Facebook, listserv
i. PresidentElect Jess Gwinn Lisa Winters/Amberle Jones
c. Results of survey (spendindames i. New website has a lot of information
Dominguez e. Call for committee chairslames Dominguez
i. EXCOM sent out a survey on how to spend i. Continuing Ed
excess funds ii. Membership

i. 28 R2y QG ¢yl (2 K2t R #.y\Wdconking compiifiee @NKMRA  f
save it but we are wanted to give back to 13. Adjourn James Dominguez
the Chapter
1. Stephanie Coleman won the drawing

Bill Stewart, now AZ/NM AFS Chapter Past
President, passes the gavel to James
T ‘ v Dominguez, the new AZ/NM AFS Chapter
| e =g ¥ : President, at the business meeting.
Congratulations James!

Board members listen as Hilda Sexauer, Western Division AF
President (right), updates us on the Western Division and her
vision as president.
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WESTERNIVISIONPRESIDENHILDASEXAUES,

My first JAM was in sunny Las Cruces, New Mexico! The meeting kicked off with
two continuing education courses: Piscicide Training and Recertification and a
course on How to Interview and Write a resume. Both are excellent courses to offer at
an AFS meeting. | choose to attend the piscicide training course since the class was
more applicable to my past and future work in Wyoming. The course was organized
by James Dominguez (AZNM President) and primarily taught by Don Skaar (MT AFS
Chapter). The class kicked off with a presentation from Kirk Patten (Assistant
Division Chief) which focused on New Mexico piscicide treatments followed by
presentations from Don Skaar which provided an overview of the SOP. Many of the
other presentatio ns discussed individual projects and addressed some of the issues

with implementation 0 lessons learned. | was impressed with how many people
attended the class in person and remotely. The overview of piscicide treatment
implementation and the rehash of lessons learned were excellent. The other

continuing education course was for students and young professionals to learn how
to interview and write a resume. Wow, | wish that course was offered when | was just
graduating!

Later that day, | participate d in the AZNM Business Meeting. Yes, they serve
beer at their business meeting. | thought that was only a rumor. Now this might be
how you get members to attend your business meetings! The Chapter business
meeting was well attended and good updates fro m the President Bill Stewart,
membership committee, environmental affairs committee update and other
committees. The newsletter editor also provided an update and distributed the :
Chapterds brochure which nicely outlines tdme!\FSbaadneg
the local Chapter. Nice work from your Chapter Student Sub -Units al so ét:
our future!! | appreciated the opportunity to give an update on WDAFS and AFS at :
the meeting. The enthusiasm from the members and their desire to promote AFS is :
above all. Nice job promoting AFS membership at
Anyway, Thanks for the enjoyable business meeting. :

Overall, 1 want to thank all of the AZNM Chapter members. | greatly
appreciated the wonderful hospitality. Some of the best memories come from
interactions with AFS members during socials. | had a great time renewing old
friendships and building a few new ones. Thanks for the great discussions and your
tremendous support of AFS.

Hilda
Western Division AFS President
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Chater Member Updates

/

BRANDED CATEISH

B\Q SHAWN DENNY, NMDGFL

AYou ar e Qgéo. Rnks

a common response when | am pitching my scams
iIdeas to people both within and outside of the fisheries
wildlife professions. In this case | am explaining to |
= |0cal welding supply store that | need some liquid nitro
so | can try tdr eeze brand catfish.
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In order to maximize the use of hatchery proddt¥l Department of
Game and Fish had a need to mark channel catfish cohorts produ
our warm water hatchery to evaluate stocking strategies. Vai
methods were considered and masscounted for one reason ¢ «
another. PIT tags to expensive, anchor tags are associated with de
and on down the list.

Cold branding has been used in the livestock industry for many
and has been wused i n f i sbheaedngis
currently used by several states to evaluate fingerling walleye stoc.
programs. With little information available on cold branding for catf
we conducted a short term mark retention study and implemented €
term mark retention study. :

Our branding apparatus was based on a paper from Lajeon
Bergerhouse (1991). Unlike traditional hot branding where the he
branding iron is placed on the livestock we use an insulated, li§aw
nitrogen filled reservoir to cool the attached branding and the fish is held against the iron (much like
implanting a coded wire tag).

Through personal communications and literature reviews we decided to concentrate on bold symbols
since intricate symbols were known to become unidentifiable over timeingDa pilot study we tried

dot s, bar s, and angles (A). We found the angl
oriented in different directions on the fish so one symbol can be used for multiple year classes.

During our short term marketention evaluation we found that marks on the upper half of the fish
seemed to blend in and fade within our 8 month test period (photo below). Marks on the ventral surface
did remain readily identifiable after 8 months on both fingerlings (bar) and sl | t s ( A) . We
difference in growth or mortality between our marked and control fish.

In October 2014 approximately 9,000 sadiult channel catfish were double marked (cold branded and
adipose clip) and stocked into three small reservdiur thousand fingerlings were double marked and
stocked into another small reservoir. We expect to recapture some of thdutsbin the fall of 2015
and the fingerlings in the fall of 2016 to hopefully better understand our stocking strategiedidete v
our marking process.

For more information contact: Shawn Denny, Warm Water Fisheries Biologist at
shawn.denny@state.nm.us.
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In March 2015, AGFD fisheries biologist
released 472 roundtail chub into Gap Creek
as part of a population establishment
project for the Conservation and Mitigation
Program. This was the third augmentation
of chub and biologists will conduct
recruitment surveys this fall.

Submitted by Sharon Lashway, Aquatic
Wildlife Specialist, AZGFD

Photo: Sharon Lashway releasing Roundtail

\_ /

mew Discussion Forunasid Volunteer Databasen the Website!

AFS members now have access to a discussion forum ameauwebsite. The goal of the forum is

to promote the dissemination of information, pose questions and concerns, and obtain feedback
from other professionals in the field. The forum is very user friendly, just enter in the password and
the forums will appar. You can then go into different forums and create new topics or share your
knowledge and reply to other topics. Keep an eye out; we will be emailing the password to all
members in the next few weeks. If you are not a member it is never too late! Jyisteeto be a
member to get access to this great new tool.

a4 GKS FTASER aSlhraz2zy Aada 3F2Ay3 Ayid2 KAIK 3ISENE
you have access to volunteers from Arizona and New Mexico to help you complete your field
surveys. All you have to do is go to the website and click on Volunteer Database under the Member
Area tab and enter in the password. You can then search by location and get a list of volunteers an
their email address to get all the help you need on your sygvéf you are a member and have not
received the password, emaikjones@azgfd.gov

Facebook Photo Contest

What: Theme: Wildlife and scenery
When: Submit photos: Sepi-21
Voting: Sept 2-30
How: Submit photos toaznmafs@gmail.com

Include: short description of area/project and picture tit
Only 2 entries per person
Winners determined by most FB likes

Why?!: 1* place Cabelas $25 gift certifica AZNM AFST-shirt
2" place Cabela$10 gift certificate& AZNM AFST-shirt
!
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